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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF COLORADO
106th Convention — Official Minutes
Post 113, Alamosa, Colorado e June 19-20, 2026

Minutes recorded by: Janelle Mendelson
Minutes Committee: JoAnn Kidd (Unit 1985), Dana Ware (Unit 2008), Deb Moore (Unit 28)

FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2026

Opening
Convention called to order: 10 AM

Presiding officer: President Shelley McLatchie

Opening prayer given by Chaplain Linda Cordova. The Pledge of Allegiance and Preamble to the Constitution were
led during the Joint Opening session with the American Legion.

Opening remarks given by President Shelley McLatchie.

Attendance & Roll Call

Roll call taken by Secretary Janelle Mendelson.

Officers present: 7 | Districts present: 11 | Past Department Presidents 8 | Units present via sign-in sheet: 49
members from 36 units

Quorum met: Yes | Total credentialed votes: 75 (majority = 38)

Preliminary Business

Dispensing of 2025 Convention Minutes: Dispensed by unanimous consent (no objection).
Rules of Convention: Read by Janelle Mendelson. Motion to adopt — carried.

First Reading of Credentials: Read by Janelle Mendelson and Ashley Flores. Correction noted — Unit 4 is Fort
Collins, not La Porte. Report adopted with corrections.

Book of Reports (2-minute limit per chair)

Committee Reported By Notes / Action Items

C&B (Bylaws Vote) Janelle Mendelson New Colorado Bylaws passed, amended to make
Chaplain an elected officer rather than appointed.

Finance Janelle Mendelson

Audit Diane Erickson

Americanism Diane Webb

AEF Kathy Martine

Children & Youth Julie F. (absent)
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Committee Reported By Notes / Action Items
Community Service Beth Sternck

Education Jessie

Juniors Kay Scott

Leadership Ashley Flores

Legislative Sarah Tobin

National Security Tracy Trujillo

Poppy Evelyn Espinola

Public Relations —

VA&R Rebekah Arpan

Membership Mary Worsley

Girls State Kellie Hayes 2026: 108 girls, 32 staff. Penny Wars raised $881.43.

C&B Vote — Ratification of New Colorado Bylaws

Motion presented by Janelle Mendelson on behalf of the Risk and Compliance Committee.
Moved by Kellie Hayes to accept, as amended, changing Chaplain to an elected officer rather than appointed.

Vote: Carried by majority.

Officer Reports

Officer Reported By

NEC Tracy Trujillo

President Shelley McLatchie

President-Elect Ashley Flores

Vice President Rebekah Arpan

Treasurer Laurie Kuntz - major highlights from report: noting the

reconciliation done; 990s refiled and recommendation
that units upgrade their ALAMIS status to full use and
self-enter data.

Chaplain Linda Cordova

Sergeant-at-Arms Betty Pickett

District Reports

District Reported By

District 3 Betty Pickett
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District Reported By

District 4 Shelley McLatchie
District 5 lvy Herrera-Garcia
District 6 Edrie O'Brien
District 7 Kellie Hayes
District 8 Tracy Trujillo
District 9 Evelyn Espinola
District 10 Deb Jackson
District 11 Deb Moore

(Districts 1, 2, 13, and 14 — no report recorded.)

Recess

Recessed for lunch: 11:55 am

Reconvened: 1:00 pm

Nominations for 2026-2027 Department Officers

® NEC — Tracy Trujillo continues (2-year term).

® President — Ashley Flores, by virtue of office.

® President-Elect — Rebekah Arpan, endorsed by Unit 209, read by Jackie Bowen.
e Vice President — Dawn Valdez, endorsement read by Ashley Flores.

e Chaplain — Linda Cordova, endorsed at the 2026 Mid-Year Conference.

® Floor endorsements — NW Division Vice Chair, District 5, endorsed Chris Harvey (read by Janelle
Mendelson); District 3 endorsed Laurie Kuntz (read by Betty Pickett).

End of Friday Session

Friday session recessed: 3:16 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2026

Reconvene

Session called to order: 9:02 am
Presiding officer: President Shelley McLatchie

Joint Memorial Service held at 8:30 am with the American Legion, including a special memorial for Pastor Stan
Hamamoto.

Final Reading of Credentials (corrections only)

Read by: Janelle Mendelson and Ashley Flores
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Corrections: None/no reading

Committee Awards

Committees read the State First-Place Year-End Report and presented unit certificates:

Committee State 1st-Place / Certificates Awarded To

Chaplain #22 Northglenn

Community Service #1260 Highlands Ranch

C&B #38 Fountain

Education #2 Pueblo

History #32 Longmont

Legislative #38 Fountain

National Security Special Awards: #13 Canon City, #1 Denver, #2 Pueblo, #38 Fountain,
#2008 Falcon

Poppy Centerpieces: #38 Fountain, #23 Aurora, #13 Canon City

Public Relations #13 Canon City

VA&R #2 Pueblo, Heart & Soul Gala

Membership #38 Fountain

Girls State #209 Colorado Springs

Recess

Recessed for Lunch: 12:00 noon

Reconvened: 1:00 pm

Afternoon Business
e Casey Rigerman presented 2024 National certificates to Unit #1260 (NW Division Dept. Community
Service) and Unit #68, Brush (NW Division Juniors).
e Unit 203, Pueblo, was rechartered — Tracy Trujillo to deliver the signed charter.

o Honor Flight Donations — $23,743.00 raised, plus $73.85 additional raised at convention, Girls State
Penny Wars $881.43, $515 in cash, and a $100 donation, for a total of $25,213.78.

Appointments to National Convention

Delegates allowed: 12 (including the NEC), based on a membership figure of 4,201. (Actual membership as of
6/17/26 is 4,161; final figure to be updated by National after ALAMIS updated for delegate strength. NOTE: As of 7-
28-26, membership total as declared by National is 4,205)

Alternates: 11 — Districts 1, 13, 10, 14, and 2 did not have any delegates or alternates listed
Convention 2026 Delegate Alt Alt (2) Alt (3)
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Chair Rebekah Arpan

Current President Ashley Flores

NW Div VP Incoming | Chris Harvey

NEC Tracy Trujillo

Secretary Janelle Mendelson
Page | D9 Evelyn Espinola Linda Cordova

D8 Dawn Valdez Bea Martinez
Page | D5 Casey Rigerman Cat Apodaca Ivy Herrera-Garcia

D7 Kellie Hayes Pat Weaver Jackie Bowen Sarah Tobin

D11 Deb Jackson

D4 Rhonda Larkowski

D6 Terry Lena Judy Sadler

D3 Betty Pickett Laurie Kuntz Cindy Ely

Nomination Speeches & Election of Officers

Election Committee appointed: Casey Rigerman, Joy Lowe, Patty Bishop

Tellers' Oath given by: Secretary Janelle Mendelson

Room secured by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 189 eligible votes; 95 votes necessary for a majority. No illegal or blank
ballots were credited to any candidate.

Tellers' Report — Vote Tally

Office

NW Division National Chair, 2027-2028

Candidate(s)

Chris Harvey

Votes

119

Elected

Yes

NW Division National Chair, 2027-2028

Laurie Kuntz

70

Installation & Closing

Installation officer: Evelyn Espinola

2026-2027 Officers Installed:

President — Ashley Flores

President-Elect — Rebekah Arpan

Vice President — Dawn Valdez

Chaplain — Linda Cordova

District 2 DEC — Dayna Thelan

District 4 DEC — Jo Lucia
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® District 6 DEC — Terry Lena
e District 8 DEC — Joy Lowe (Secretary covering for DEC)
e District 10 DEC — Deb Jackson
2026-2027 Junior Auxiliary Officers Introduced:
® President — Samantha Flores, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Vice President — Keilah Childress, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Secretary — Abby Arpan, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Treasurer — Skylar Foster, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Historian — Savannah Arpan, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Chaplain — Allison Espy, Unit 209, Colorado Springs
e Sergeant-at-Arms — Taylor Pickett, Unit 68, Brush

Remarks by Incoming President

President Ashley Flores addressed the members. Theme for 2026—2027: “Growing our Future To Honor Their
Service.” President's Project: Operation Child Care.

Closing

Closing prayer by: Chaplain Linda Cordova

Convention adjourned: 2:30 pm

Post-Convention Department Executive Board meeting: 3:30 pm

Minutes Committee Approval

Joann Kidd, 1985 Date
02/08/20z

Deb Moore, 28 Date
03/08/20z

Dana Ware (Aug 3, 2026 01:29:30 MDT)

Dana Ware, 2008 Date

St 03/08/20z

nell delson (Aug 3, 2026 05:50:08 MDT)
Department Secretary, Janelle Mendelson Date
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