American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado 105th Convention
Hilton Fort Collins, CO
Saturday, June 21, 2025
Approximate time: 8:50 am

Call to order 8:50 am President Casey Rigerman called the meeting back to order at 8:50 am.
2" Reading of the Questions regarding Unit 9, Unit 19, Unit 24, Unit 53, Unit 62, Unit 67, Unit
Credentials 90, Unit 113, and Unit 160 were cleared by Secretary/Treasurer Terry

Lena.

There were no corrections noted, so no second reading — 207 delegates
from 71 units were reported, with representatives from 48 units in
attendance.




Constitution and Bylaws

Janelle Mendelson gave us a Constitution, Bylaws, and courtesy
resolutions report. All proposed amendments for changes to the
Constitution and Bylaws were passed.

As adopted, each will now read:

(1) Constitution: Article IV — DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

Section 2. Appointed Officers: The department president shall appoint
the following officers who are subject to ratification by the post-
convention executive board:

A. A parliamentarian.

B. Secretary/Treasurer.

(2) Constitution: Article VIIl — MIDYEAR CONFERENCE

Section 1 — The Midyear Conference shall be held annually at the same
time and place as the Midyear Conference of the American Legion. In
the event The American Legion does not set a time and place, the
American Legion Auxiliary Department Executive Board will set a time
and place to conduct necessary business

(1) BYLAWS: ARTICLE | — ORGANIZATION

Section 1. The American Legion Auxiliary shall be organized into districts
and units. Districts shall be the same as those established and
determined by The American Legion. Units shall be chartered in the
manner prescribed by the national organization.

Section 2. Units shall hold their annual election prior to the department
convention; however, such officers elected shall not assume their
offices until after the department convention.

Section 3. The national judge advocate has given the opinion that a post
has no power to regulate a unit, nor Department Legion to regulate a
Department Auxiliary. (NC 1937)

(2) BYLAWS: ARTICLE IV — APPOINTED OFFICERS

Section 1. The department parliamentarian shall be appointed by the
president. The parliamentarian is a consultant who advises the
president, and other officers, committees, and members on matters of
parliamentary procedure as described in the most current edition of
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised.

Section 2. All appointed officers shall assume the duties of their
respective offices upon the adjournment of the department convention
at which they were appointed and shall serve for one year or until their
successors are appointed.

(3) Bylaws, ARTICLE VIl PROGRAMS OF THE ALA

Section 1. There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Department of
Colorado Girls State Program which shall be in compliance with that of
the National Organization.




Section 2. There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls
State Committee (ALACGSC).

Section 3. This committee will be comprised of 11 voting members and
one ex officio member without a vote:

. Committee Chairman (3-year term)

. Committee Assistant Chairman (3-year term)

. Committee Member (3-year term)

. Registrar (1-year term, apply annually)

. Director (1-year term, apply annually)

. Assistant Director (1-year term, apply annually)

. Youth Liaison (1-year term, apply annually)

. Member at Large (1-year term, apply annually)

. Department Secretary/Treasurer (ex officio without a vote)
10. Immediate Past Department President (ex officio)

11. Department President (ex officio)

12. Department President-Elect (ex officio).
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Girls State Program

Bettina Kossow and Kelly Hayes gave updates on 2025 Girls State. Other
institutions' costs were reviewed for possible sites in 2026 — UNC Greeley
quoted $87,000, DU Denver $98,000, and CO School of Mines Golden
$140,000 — Sterling Community College quoted $60,000 for up to 135
participants attending. The most recent attendee figures are: 2024 had 93,
and 2025 had 113. The 2025 theme was “l am the Storm, don’t give up on
me”; seven bills were passed along with 11 courtesy resolutions. For 2025,
the penny’s war project raised $1,118.95; this will be a direct donation to
the 2024-2025 President’s project.




Speeches from
Candidates followed by
Election of Officers

President Rigerman appointed the following to the Election Committee:
Lynn Cody, Regina Montgomery, and Jeannette Scott. The tellers' oath and
ballot instructions were given to them by Secretary/Treasurer Terry Lena.

The next order of business is the election of Department officers 2025-
2026. We will elect any unopposed candidate, then read nominations for
office having more than one nominee, with balloting following the last
speaker.

President: Department President-Elect Shelley McLatchie will
automatically become President 2025-2026.

President-Elect: With no further nominations, Ashley Flores is elected by
acclamation as President-Elect 2025-2026.

Chaplain: With no further nominations, Linda Cordova is elected by
acclamation as Chaplain 2025-2026.

Historian: With no further nominations, Rachelle Fante is elected by
acclamation as Historian 2025-2026.

The room was secured by the Sergeant-at-Arms Lisa Langley — no one was
allowed to enter or leave the room during balloting.

During the Mid-Year Conference, Laurie Kuntz was endorsed for NEC;
Tracy Trujillo was endorsed for NEC from the floor by Unit 2, Pueblo.
There were no further endorsements. Each candidate gave a two-minute
speech; a ballot vote was held, and Tracy was elected National Executive
Committee person. (Teller report vote count 94/65)

During the Mid-Year Conference, Dawn Valdez was endorsed for Vice
President; Rebekah Arpan was endorsed for Vice President from the floor
by Unit 209, Colorado Springs. Each candidate gave a two-minute speech;
a ballot vote was held, and Rebekah was elected Vice President. (Teller
report vote count 131/39)

During the Mid-Year Conference, Bea Lucero Martinez and Betty Pickett
were individually endorsed for Sergeant-at-Arms. Each candidate gave a
two-minute speech; a ballot vote was held, and Betty was elected
Sergeant-at-Arms. (Teller report vote count 85/67)




Appointment of
National Convention
Delegates

Secretary Terry Lena will give a report on how many delegates we are

allowed — our total this year is eleven delegates:

Department Representation: The department of Colorado shall be entitled to seven
delegates and one additional delegate for every 1200 members or a major fraction
thereof, whose current dues have been received by the National Treasurer thirty days
before the meeting of said convention, and one alternate for each delegate.

By virtue of their office, the retiring president, president-elect,
department secretary, and incoming NEC will be delegates to the National
Convention — respectively, these are Casey Rigerman, Shelley McLatchie,
Terry Lena, and Tracy Trujillo.

District ranking for delegates began with a call out for representation
from: 1, 10,9, 3,11, 8, 13,5, 14, 7,4, 6, 2, and 12.
Delegates are based on membership ranking. Beginning with the Highest District

membership ranking and moving on until all Delegates are obtained. Followed by the
same number of Alternates.

Initial delegate list: Ashley Flores, Betty Pickett, Dawn Valdez, Jackie
Bowen, Judy Sadler — Additional Delegate list: Evelyn Espinola, Cindy Elys,
Bea Martinez, Pat Strenka, Tina Collins, Sarah Tobin, and Rob Barry.

Lunch 12:00 pm

President Rigerman recessed for lunch

Auxiliary Session
Convenes

President Rigerman called the meeting back to order

Installation of New
Officers

Janelle Mendelson installed the new officers and the Junior Auxiliary
officers.

Introduction of Junior
Officers

Kay Scott and Rebecca Arpan will introduce the newly installed 2025-2026
Junior Auxiliary Officers:

President —Kellah Childress

VP — Sammie Flores
Secretary/Treasurer — Skylar Foster
Chaplain — Lee Ann Scott

Historian — Savannah Arpan
Sgt-at-Arms — Taylor Pickett

Remarks by New

President Shelley McLatchie addressed the members. Her theme is “Bee

President Keepers of our Veterans”, and the President’s Project 2025-2026 is Honor
Flight — three regions in CO.
Announcements Immediate Past President Rigerman stated the Post DEB meeting will take

place at 3:15 in this room. Beginning at 5 pm, there will be a New Legion
Family Officers Cocktail Reception, and for those of you who paid for the
banquet dinner, this will begin at 6 pm.

Drawing of the PUFL raffle was held— Crystal McDaniels (Bettina
Kossow’s daughter) won




Adjournment 3:00 pm The meeting of the 105th ALA Department Convention adjourned at 3 pm.
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