
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado 
Post-Convention Department Executive Board Meeting 
June 21, 2025 – Fort Collins CO 
 
President McLatchie called the meeting of the Post Convention Executive Board Meeting to 
order at 3:00 pm.  Chaplain Cordova gave the invocation prayer.  President-Elect Flores led 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Vice President Arpan led us in the Preamble. 
 
Secretary Terry Lena took the roll-call. 
Department Officers present: 
NEC – Tracy Trujillo 
President – Shelley McLatchie 
President-Elect – Ashley Flores 
Vice President – Rebekah Arpan 
Secretary – Terry Lena 

Chaplain – Linda Cordova 
Historian – Rachelle Fante 
Sgt at Arms – Betty Pickett 
PDP – Casey Rigerman

District Executive Committee persons: 
District 1 – Vacant  
District 2 – Susie Horgan 
District 3 – Laurie Kuntz (filling in for Betty Pickett) 

District 4 – Mary Niebch 
District 5 – Cat Apodaca 
District 6 – Edrie O’Brien 
District 7 – Kellie Hayes 

District 8 – Dawn Valdez 
District 9 – Evelyn Espinola 
District 10 – Deb Moore (filling in for Donna Jones) 

District 11 – Deb Jackson  
District 12 – Vacant  
District 13 – Linda Dalley – not present 
District 14 – Vacant  

Past Department Presidents: 
Diane Erickson (2015) 
Janelle Mendelson (2023) 
Bettina Kossow (2022) 
Susie Bozella (2014) 
Theresa Brandt (2021) 
 
President McLatchie stated if there is no objection, Janelle Mendelson, Jo Lucia and Bea 
Lucero-Martinez were appointed to the minutes approval committee.  There being no 
objections, their appointments to the minutes’ approval committee were approved. 
 
The next order of business is to appoint two DEC’s to serve as members at large of the 
Department Executive Committee.  The following DEC’s were nominated: 
District 8 – Dawn Valdez 
District 7 – Kellie Hayes 
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District 5 – Cat Apodaca 
District 9 – Evelyn Espinola 
 
There being more than one nomination, all voting members will be granted two (2) votes. 
The voting strength is 19.   
 
District 8 – Dawn Valdez received 2 votes 
District 7 – Kellie Hayes received 13 votes 
District 5 – Cat Apodaca received 9 votes 
District 9 – Evelyn Espinola received 6 votes 
 
Kellie Hayes and Cat Apodaca have been voted in as the two members at large of the DEC. 
 
The next order of business is the ratification of the committee chair appointments.  
President McLatchie handed out a copy of the committee appointments.   President 
McLatchie made assignments for those committees not yet filled:  Distinguished Guest – 
Karen Boehler & Ashley Flores, Legislative – Tracy Trujillo, National Security – Tracy Trujillo, 
VA&R – Rebekah Arpan.  Laurie made a motion to ratify these appointments, it was moved 
and seconded to ratify the committee appointments, all approved, the motion carries. 
 
President McLatchie would like to appoint Terry Lena as the Department Secretary.   Kellie 
Hayes made a motion to approve Terry Lena, it was moved and seconded, all approved, the 
motion carries. 
 
The next order of business is the ratification of the proposed budget for 2025-2026.  
Finance Chair Laurie Kuntz presented the proposed budget line by line.  After much 
discussion, President-Elect Flores called for the approval of the 2025-2026 budget, it was 
seconded, all approved, the 2025-2026 budget was approved. 
 
President-Elect Flores noted the lateness of the time and proposed to postpone the 
ratification of the Girls State Budget for 2025-2026. 
 
President McLatchie announced her theme of Thank you for your Service, her membership 
theme Bee Keepers of our Veterans and her project – Honor Flight. 
 
Chaplain Cordova gave the closing prayer 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:17 pm  
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