
 
 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado 104th Convention 
Sky Ute Casino Hotel and Conference Center 

Saturday, June 22, 2024 
8:30 am 

 
Call to order President Janelle Mendelson called the meeting back to order 
2nd Reading of the 
Credentials 
 

Casey Rigerman and Laurie Kuntz  read the second reading of the 
credentials. Only the corrections were read. 
 
Unit 9 LaJunta incorrectly stated at the Pre-Con that they did not 
pay assessments. They paid late but they paid. They had a total 
membership as of 5/20/24 of 5 qualifying them for 2 delegates. 
They did not have any officers or PDP. Total delegates 2. They paid 
1. Total vote is 1 

Unit 18 – Greeley surrendered charter therefore do not qualify for 
any delegate vote. 

Unit 19 Fort Morgan has been corrected. They did not pay 
assessments and therefore do not qualify for any delegate vote. 

Unit 24 Olathe did not pay their assessments and therefore do not 
qualify for any delegate vote. 

Unit 53 Monte Vista did not pay their assessments and therefore 
do not qualify for any delegate vote 

Unit 62 Craig did not pay their assessments and therefore do not 
qualify for any delegate vote.  

Unit 67 Berthoud – did not pay their assessments and therefore do 
not qualify for any delegate vote. 

Unit 90 Holyoke – did not pay their assessments and therefore do 
not qualify for any delegate vote.  

Unit 113 Alamosa – corrected the number of delegates (1 Dept 
officer added). Total membership as of 5/20 was 47 qualifying them 
for 4 delegates, 1 department officer, 1 past department president 
giving a total delegate strength of 6. Paid delegates 6, total vote is 
6.  

Unit 160 Byers – did not pay their assessments and therefore do 
not qualify for any delegate vote.  

 
 

Constitution and 
Bylaws  

Bettina Kossow will give us a Constitution and Bylaws report. 
 



Bettina read the rules specific to amendments. Every member in good 
standing with the Department of Colorado has a vote. Debate is limited to 
2 minutes per speaker. No person may speak more than twice without 
the consent of the convention body. The total amount of debate is 
limited to 10 minutes.  
 
Fifty-two members present  (one abstained). 35 votes needed to pass 
amendment  
 
Proposal #1 Constitution Article VII Department Convention.  
 
Current Wording 
Section 1. The legislative body of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Colorado, shall be the department convention to be 
held annually at the same time and place as the department 
convention of The American Legion. 

Proposed Amendment 
Section 1. The legislative body of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Colorado, shall be the department convention to be 
held annually at the same time and place as the department 
convention of The American Legion. In the event The American 
Legion does not set a time and place, the American Legion 
Auxiliary Department Executive Board will set a time and place to 
conduct necessary business. 

 
Discussion 
Susie Bozella questioned the wording. Asked if there was a missing word. 
After reviewing the  C&BL, the wording is correct. Shelley McLatchie in 
Unit 109 asked in the event the American Legion does not set a date, 
time, and place, is there a deadline? Amendments needs to be sent 30 
days prior to convention.  Jackie Bowen of Unit 209 asked if we could 
financially afford a convention on our own? Judy Sadler stated we do 
have enough funding.  
 
We proceeded with a standing vote. There were 2 opposed. 2/3 have 
passed the motion. Proposal #1 passed, and Proposal #4 is confirming and 
automatically passed.  
 
Constitution Article VII Department Convention will now read as: 
Section 1. The legislative body of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Colorado, shall be the department convention to be 
held annually at the same time and place as the department 
convention of The American Legion. In the event The American 
Legion does not set a time and place, the American Legion 
Auxiliary Department Executive Board will set a time and place to 
conduct necessary business. 

Proposal #2 Bylaws Article VI Department Executive Committee 
 
Current Wording 
Section 5. Quorum   



Three voting members of the department executive committee shall 
constitute a quorum.  

Rational being with additional Department Chaplain and Historian 
as voting members to the Department Executive Committee; the 
quorum should be increased proportionally as well.  

Discussion 
Judy Sadler stated will have 9 voting members quorum should be 7. 
Bettina said should increase by 2 adding 1 to quorum. Evelyn asked when 
the vote was moved. Bettina stated it was identified through review of 
the C&B and it had missing pieces. And this must have been one of the 
lost pieces. DEC and DEB it was missing from the DEC. Lynn Cody of Unit 
161 stated that normally you have an uneven number, and you add the 
Chaplain and Historian. Why is it not 5? Laurie Kuntz made an 
amendment to the motion to strike out 4 and make it 5. Deb Jackson 
seconded.  
 
The vote was cast to change the amendment from 4 to 5. The 
amendment was passed. We will now proceed to vote on the amended 
proposal of 5 members to a quorum. The vote was passed by a 2/3rd vote.   
 
Bylaws Article VI Department Executive Committee will now read as: 
 
Section 5. Quorum   

Five voting members of the department executive committee shall 
constitute a quorum. 
 
Proposal #3 Bylaws Article VII Programs of the ALA 
 
Current Wording 
Section 1. There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Department 
of Colorado Girls State Program which shall be in compliance with 
that of the National Organization.  

Section 2. There shall be a Colorado Girls State Steering 
Committee consisting of four members who serve four-year terms. 
(See Standing Rules for duties).  

Section 3. There shall be a Colorado Girls State Operations 
Committee which consists of the four-member Steering committee 
(serving four-year terms), the current CGS Director, the Assistant 
Director, the Department Secretary/Treasurer, and one member-at-
large who will serve one-year terms. (See Standing Rules for 
duties). 

 
Proposed Amendment 
Section 1. There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Department 
of Colorado Girls State Program which shall be in compliance with 
that of the National Organization. 

 



Section 2. There shall be an Colorado Girls State Steering 
Committee consisting of four members who serve four-year terms. 
American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State Committee 
(ALACGSC) (See Standing Rules for duties). 

 

Section 3. There shall be a Colorado Girls State Operations 
Committee which consists of the four- member Steering committee 
(serving four-year terms), the current CGS Director, the Assistant 
Director, the Department Secretary/Treasurer, and one member-at-
large who will serve one-year terms. (See Standing Rules for 
duties). This committee will be made up of 11 voting members 
consisting of: 

1. Committee Chairman (3-year term) 
2. Committee Assistant Chairman (3-year term) 
3. Committee Member (3-year term) 
4. Registrar (1 year term, apply annually) 
5. Director (1 year term, apply annually) 
6. Assistant Director (1 year term, apply annually) 
7. Youth Liaison (1 year term, apply annually) 
8. Department Secretary/Treasurer (ex-officio) 
9. Immediate Past Department President (ex-officio) 
10. Department President (ex-officio) 
11. Department President Elect (ex-officio) 

Discussion 
 
Laurie Kuntz has asked Kelley Hayes of the committee to step forward to 
clarify the amendment. Kelley stated an ad hoc committee was put in 
place by Janelle Mendelson. The committee consisted of current 
committee members Kellie Hayes and Royce Hopper, Janelle Mendelson, 
Casey Rigerman, Bettina Kossow, Susie Bozella; PDP, and Past Steering 
committee, Karen Boehler; PDP and past steering committee and 
counselor.  
 
Currently the committee consists of 4 members,  member at large, 
director, assistant director,  and secretary treasurer. Then we get 
together with the other operating committee. It was redundant and took 
a lot of time. This year we worked together the entire time until we got 
the 2 additional members  in January. We want to have 3 people for a 3-
year term. It is hard to get someone for 4 years. We are still doing what 
we are doing but just have one name. We added a youth liaison under 21 
years of age to be part of the committee. Then we have a director, 
assistant director,  secretary treasurer,  and all the Department Executive 
Board.  
 
Questions:  Evelyn Espinola of Unit 113. She is for this understanding we 
are not getting rid of but adding to just getting a better board.  
 
Susie Bozella  of Unit 32 spoke in favor. As part of the ad hoc committee, 
we did a lot of research. It’s a good compromise. She also stated if it 
doesn’t work things can be changed.  



 
Carlene Irion of Unit 109 asked if the wording comprised of instead of 
made of up. 
Bettina clarifies if you would like us to change the wording it would be an 
amendment from the floor. Carlene made a motion for the amendment.  
 
Judy Sadler stated there are two ways to handle this. You make 
amendment to strike and insert or make an amendment to include the 
word you want. Carlene made an amendment to strike and insert. strike 
out consisting of and insert will be comprised of 11 voting members. 
Laurie Kuntz seconded. A vote was taken on the amendment to the 
proposal.  
 
Need to vote on amendment – standing count – 41 in favor the 
amendment has passed.  
 
Bettina asked if there were any changes or motions to the amendment. 
Edrie O’Brien moved that we leave in the words “consisting of” at the end 
of the statement. 11 voting members consisting of…. Evelyn seconded. 
No discussion  
 
Standing vote 28 yes need 35 to pass the amendment to the motion 
failed.  
 
No other amendments or discussion. The proposal was voted in favor or 
more than 2/3. The proposal passed.  
 
Proposal #5 is confirming and automatically passed.   
 
Bylaws Article VII Programs of the ALA will now read as: 
Section 1. There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Department 
of Colorado Girls State Program which shall be in compliance with 
that of the National Organization. 

Section 2: There shall be an American Legion Auxiliary Colorado 
Girls State Committee (ALACGSC). 

Section 3. This committee will be made up of 11 voting members 
consisting of:  

1. Committee Chairman (3-year term) 
2. Committee Assistant Chairman (3-year term) 
3. Committee Member (3-year term) 
4. Registrar (1 year term, apply annually) 
5. Director (1 year term, apply annually) 
6. Assistant Director (1 year term, apply annually) 
7. Youth Liaison (1 year term, apply annually) 
8. Department Secretary/Treasurer (ex-officio) 
9. Immediate Past Department President (ex-officio) 
10. Department President (ex-officio) 
11. Department President Elect (ex-officio). 

 
Proposal #6 – was voted on in the DEC on Thursday.  
 



Proposal #7 was withdrawn. 
 
Susie Bozella stated to President Mendelson that it would be helpful to 
know that the ad hoc committee is no longer needed and can be 
discharged.  
President Mendelson thanked the ad hoc committee and stated they are 
all discharged.  
 
Bettina  Kossow announced that the last few years we  had resolution of 
75% poppy percentage proceeds go to Department and 25 % for the 
units. This was to benefit the  NVCAF. Now that the festival is over, we 
can change back to 25% to Department and 75% to unit.  
 

Girls State Presentation 
 
 
 

Girls State Presentation – All those who volunteered please come up and 
take a picture. Penny wars raised money for the president’s project. A 
check was presented to Janelle Mendelson for $800 for the Honor Bell. 
 

Election of Officers President 
 
For any office having more than one nominee read the nominations and 
defer balloting until after the unopposed candidates are elected. 
 
Give each candidate a chance to speak if there is more than one 
candidate running. 
 
If needed, we will have a ballot vote; we will have an explanation for the 
voting. After the explanation and distribution of ballots. The Sergeant at 
Arms will secure the room. We will recess during the voting, no one will 
be allowed to enter or leave the room during the voting. If you are a 
candidate stay within your delegation. Each chairman of their delegation 
is responsible for their delegation. 
 
The next business in order is the endorsements for officers for 2024-
2025. If you have an endorsement to read, please come forward and be 
ready to read your endorsements. 
 
By virtue of being Department President-Elect 
Casey Rigerman will automatically become president for 2024-2025. 
 
Judy Sadler will be endorsed by the Department of Colorado for National 
Chaplain at the National Convention in New Orleans. 
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, there was no one endorsed for 
President Elect. Are there any endorsements for President Elect? Jessy 
Tauriainen of Unit 109 endorsed Shelley. Shelley gave her speech  
 
No further nominations. Shelley wins by acclamation. Shelley has been 
elected president elect.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, Ashley Flores was endorsed for Vice 
President. Evelyn Espinola from Unit 113 endorsed Ashley  
 



Ashley came forward to give her speech. Her why is veterans want to 
support youth programs due to having such young children. Need to do a 
better job of promoting youth programs.  
 
There were no further nominations. Ashely wins Vice President by 
acclamation. Ashley Flores has been elected Vice President.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, there was no one endorsed for 
Chaplain. Ashley Flores of Unit 113 endorsed Evelyn.  
 
Evelyn gave her speech – being a chaplain means everything to her as 
Past National Chaplain she got to speak to women all over US listening to 
their prayers and concerns. She became ordained after this as she needed 
to more.  
 
There were no further nominations. Evelyn wins by  acclamation.  
Evelyn Espinola has been elected as Chaplain.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, Deb Davis was endorsed for Historian. 
Judy Sadler of Unit 1 endorsed Deb.  
 
Deb gave her speech about the importance of being an historian.  
 
There were no further endorsements. Deb wins by acclamation. Deb 
Davis has been elected Historian.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference there was no one endorsed for Sgt at 
Arms. District 7 endorsed Lisa Langley for Sgt at Arms.  
 
Lisa Langley came to the floor to give a speech. No further nominations. 
Lisa wins by acclamation. Lisa has been elected Sgt at Arms 
 

Appointment of 
National Convention 
Delegates 

Secretary Terry Lena will give a report on how many delegates we are 
allowed.  
 
Department Representation: The department of Colorado shall be 
entitled to seven delegates and one additional delegate for each 1200 
members or a major fraction thereof, whose current dues have been 
received by the National Treasurer thirty days prior to the meeting of said 
convention, and one alternate for each delegate.  
 
By virtue of their office, the retiring president, president elect, 
department secretary, incoming NEC will be delegates to the National 
Convention.  
 
Delegates are based on membership ranking. Beginning with the Highest 
District membership ranking and move on until all Delegates obtained. 
Followed by the same number of Alternates. Delegate  #5 Jessy 
Tauriainen, #6 Jackie Bowen, #7 Betty Pickett, #8 Judy Sadler, #9 Bettina 
Kossow, #10 Ann Rittaco, #11 Pat Weaver. Alternate #1 Sarah Tobin, #2 
Rob Barry. There were no other volunteers to be delegates/alternates at 
the National Convention.  
 



Celebration Lunch 
12:00pm 

 

Auxiliary Session 
Convenes 

President Mendelson called the meeting back to order 

Installation of New 
Officers 

Diane Erickson installed the new officers.  

Remarks by New 
President 

President Casey Rigerman addressed the members. There is no I in team. 
We succeed together and fail together. But she knows we will come 
together. Her theme is “Through endurance we will succeed.”   Her 
project will be Hearts and Horses Therapeutic Riding Center in Loveland, 
CO. 

Announcements  President Mendelson stated the Post DEB meeting will take place at 3:40.  
6:00pm there will be the Cocktail reception followed by the banquet 
dinner at 7:00.  
 

Adjournment The meeting of the 104th ALA Department Convention is now adjourned. 
 

 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Terry Rose Lena, Department Secretary / Treasurer   Date 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Susie Bozella, Membership Committee     Date 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Theresa Brandt, Membership Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Diana L. Grosz, Membership Committee 
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svbozella@yahoo.com
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Theresa Brandt

Theresa Brandt

buffalogal3@msn.com

Diana Grosz (Oct 8, 2024 10:19 MDT)
Diana Grosz

DianaLGrosz

dgrosz2017@gmail.com
Terry Rose Lena (Oct 8, 2024 10:27 MDT)
Terry Rose Lena

Terry Rose Lena
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