
 
 

 
 

American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado 104th Convention 
Sky Ute Casino Hotel and Conference Center 

Friday June 21, 2024 
10:00 am approximate (immediately after joint opening) 

 
Opening session President Janelle Mendelson called the meeting of the ALA Department 

Convention to order. 
 

Minutes approval 
Committee 
Select three people 
before the meeting 
starts 
 

President Janelle Mendelson stated If there is no objection; Diana Grosz 
Susie Bozella, and Theresa Brandt are appointed to the minutes approval 
committee.  
 
There being no objections, the appointments to minutes approval 
committee are approved. 

Roll Call Secretary Terry Lena took the roll call.  
 
Department Officers: All Department Officers were in attendance.  
NEC; Laurie Kuntz, President: Janelle Mendelson, President Elect; Casey 
Rigerman, Vice President: Shelley Mendelson, Secretary / Treasurer: Terry 
Lena, Historian; Deb Davis, Sergeant at Arms; Cat Apodaca, Chaplain; 
Ashley Flores, Immediate Past Department President; Bettina Kossow.  
 
District Executive Committee: 
District 1; Vacant, District 2; Vacant, District 3, Absent, District 4; Lenore 
Schultz, District 5; Ivy Herrera, District 6; Edrie O’Brien, District 7; Jackie 
Bowen, District 8; Absent, District 9; Evelyn Espinola, District 10; Jean 
Gaiovnik, District 11; Absent, District 12; Vacant, District 13; Linda Dalley, 
District 14 Absent 
 
Past Department Presidents: In attendance: Susie Bozella, Diane Erickson, 
Evelyn Espinola,  Laurie Kuntz, Theresa Brandt, and Bettina Kossow. 

Dispensing of the 
Minutes 
 

There being no objection, the reading of the minutes from last year’s 
convention was dispensed with. Hearing no objections, we will dispense 
with the reading of the minutes. 

First reading of the 
Credentials Report 
 

Casey Rigerman and Laurie Kuntz will read the first reading of the 
credentials. 
 
Questions regarding Unit 9, Unit 19, Unit 24, Unit 53, Unit 62, Unit 67, Unit 
90, Unit 113, and Unit 160. 
 
Corrections will be noted tomorrow.  

Rules and Order of 
Convention Report 

Bettina Kossow  read the Rules of Convention 
 

Bylaws Bettina talked about the seven amendments submitted. One was 
withdrawn from the committee body. #6 Standing Rule in the procedure 
manual went in front of DEB which was voted on and adopted.  
 



Bettina discussed the 3-column template with the left column being how it 
is right now, the middle column is what’s proposed, and the right column 
will be how it will read if it gets adopted.  
Voting will happen tomorrow. Every eligible member will have a vote. 
Before discussions,  we will do a standing vote count to identify how many 
eligible members we have in the room. We will need 2/3 of the body for 
Bylaws, Standing rules need a majority.  
 
Bettina read all the proposals and rationales.  
 
Proposal #1 – In the event the American Legion does not set a time and 
place for convention,  the DEB will set a time and place. Rationale due to 
the current state of the Legion,  it adds an option for Auxiliary to hold a 
convention.  
 
#2 Bylaws amendment DEB change would be from 3 to 4 members to have 
a quorum. The rationale is that since the Chaplain and Historian were 
added to voting strength last year, the quorum should be increased.  
 
Proposal #4 is the matching Standing Rule, if # 2 passes, # 4 will 
automatically pass. 
 
 #3 Bylaws regards the American Legion Auxiliary Colorado Girls State 
program with a change in leadership. Proposal #5 is the matching Standing 
Rule. If it passes, it automatically would be approved. Evelyn Espinola 
requested Kellie Hayes to give a better explanation before the Bylaws are 
voted tomorrow.  

Honor bell Laurie Kuntz came forward representing the Honor Bell Foundation. A 
check presented from President Janelle Mendelson in the amount of 
$14,551.12 to the Honor Bell. This was her President’s Project. Laurie 
discussed a quilt that Vada Danforth made and is being auctioned off for a 
donation. The proceeds will also go to Honor Bell on Janelle’s behalf.  

NVCAF Diane Erickson gave a report on the National Veterans Creative Arts 
Festival that took place last May. She thanked all the volunteers.  
There were 159 gold medal winners. Of those, 121 were able to attend. 
They were accompanied by 51 caretaker’s.  The Undersecretary of VA, a 
delegation from South Korea, ALA National President Lisa Williamson,  ALA 
PNP Vickie Koutz, Michael Peterson and VA staff from across the nation 
were in attendance.  
 
The total number of hours planning were 734.5 hours. Each day an 
average of 127 visitors came to the hospitality room. Money donated to 
this event $55,509 in kind $12,058.36. The swag bags weighed 55 pounds 
and were well received by all the participants. Service dogs were given 
swag bags as well. Thank you to  Shelley McLatchie for the day theme 
activities and giveaways. We had unexpected expenses with veterans 
traveling late and we needed to get food for them. The full report on 
Constant Contact will come later. Diane showed a folder which includes 
artwork.  

Officers & Committee 
Reports 

President Mendelson would like to remind everyone that all Officers and 
Committee reports are listed in the electronic book of reports. There 
will be a celebration lunch tomorrow where we will list all the awards.  



Membership Recap 
2023-2024 

Membership Chair Shelley McLatchie gave a recap of the membership 
year. 108 more renewals are needed to reach 100% membership. She 
emphasized to sign up everyone you know that is eligible. The deadline is 
July 4th for the National award of $500. Unit 2527 revitalized this year in 
Baily, Another unit that was on the verge of folding but is coming back is 
Unit 67 in Berthoud. Shelley recognized some of the top units: Unit 109 in 
Windsor are at 310%, Unit 81 in Flagler are at 170%. Unit 138 in Stratton 
are at 150 %, Unit 102 in  Fort Lupton are at 121%, Unit 82 in Elizabeth are 
at 118% Unit 62 in Craig 116%, Unit 2008 in  Falcon and Unit 38 in 
Fountain tie at  111%, Unit 137 in Haxtun at 109%,  Unit 111 in  Louisville 
at 108%. She noted over half of our units have made 100% of their goal.  

Diane’s Award President Mendelson made a special announcement regarding Diane 
Erickson. Diane received the prestigious National VA Volunteer of the Year 
Award. She showed her award. She was honored to be part of the VA 
Volunteers who serve hospitalized veterans with their time and money. 
She asked members to please volunteer their talents too. She is humbled 
and honored.  

 Lunch  
Girls State Governor A video shown of Eden Van Den Aardweg Colorado Springs Girls State 

Governor. 
 
Each of the cities were named after Disney movies  
Marissa Sotomayor sent a message which was read by Kelley Hayes. It was 
a long message in which she apologized for not being there in person. She 
thanked her  fellow Girls State members for acting on her behalf.  
 
She was a delegate herself in 2012 and joined the staff in 2014. She fell in 
love with a whole new side of the program. The intent of our ALA 
Colorado Girls State program is to promote civic engagement, empower 
women, and foster leadership. We do that by structuring a program than 
enables delegates to live out very real processes for themselves through 
electoral and legislative processes. I am beyond grateful for the support of 
the American Legion Auxiliary when it comes to Colorado Girls State. 
We're doing so many amazing things, and I want to do more. I'm going to 
let you in on exactly what my secret agenda is. My secret agenda is to 
double the attendance of Colorado Girls State by the time Kristi and I pass 
the mantle of program leadership on. 
 
The committee brought up a motion to reduce the cost of Units to pay for 
a girl to attend Girls State to $200. Jackie  Bowne seconded the  motion. 
The majority voted yes, and the motion was approved.  
 

Nominations of 
Department Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President 
The next business in order is the endorsements for officers for 2024-2025. 
If you have an endorsement to read, please come forward and be ready to 
read your endorsements. 
 
By virtue of being Department President-Elect 
Casey Rigerman will automatically become president for 2024-2025. 
 
Judy Sadler would like endorsement for the National Chaplain by the 
Department of Colorado. 



 
 
 
 

Unit 1 endorsed Judy. Terry Lena gave her personal endorsement. 
Colorado will present her at National Convention 
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, there was no one endorsed for President 
Elect. Jessy Tauriainen of Unit 109 endorsed Shelley McLatchie. Shelley has 
been an Auxiliary member since 2018 and is eligible through her father 
Michael and husband Rick. She is currently serving as Department Vice 
President and has served as Department Membership chair for the past 3 
years.  
 
There were no further endorsements.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, Ashley Flores was endorsed for Vice 
President. Evelyn Espinola from Unit 113 endorsed Ashley. Ashley is 
eligible through husband Chris. She has 2 beautiful daughters’ and has 
been a member since 2022. She is the  current Department Chaplain, Unit 
President, and District 9 President. She is always willing to help.  
 
There were no further endorsements. 
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, there was no one endorsed for Chaplain.  
Unit 113 Ashley Flores endorsed Evelyn Espinola. Evelyn is eligible through 
husband Helder. She has been a member since 2007. She has held many 
positions: Past Department President,  ALA National Chaplain, Department 
Chaplain, and Poppy Chair. 
 
There were no further endorsements.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference, Deb Davis was endorsed for Historian. 
Judy Sadler of Unit 1 endorsed Deb. Deb is highly recommended. She is a 
duel member in Post 206 and Unit 1. She is the current Department 
Historian, and she was a Past National Historian on the Legion side. Edrie 
O’Brien  mentioned that District 6 also endorses Deb.  
 
There were no further endorsements.  
 
During the Mid-Year Conference there was no one endorsed for Sgt at 
Arms. District 7 endorsed Lisa Langley of Unit 38 in Fountain for Sgt of 
Arms. Bettina Kossow stated  Lisa has been a member for 23 years. She 
joined the ALA  in MN in 2001. She is the current president of Unit 38 in 
Fountain.  
 
There were no further endorsements.  
 

Announcements President Mendelson mentioned there is a dinner and family fun bowling 
night  at 6pm followed by Auxiliary meet and greet at 8pm. The 
Membership breakfast begins at 7:00 am tomorrow morning.  

Recess 
 

President Mendelson adjourned the meeting until tomorrow morning. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Terry Rose Lena, Department Secretary / Treasurer   Date 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Susie Bozella, Membership Committee     Date 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Theresa Brandt, Membership Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________   10/7/2024 
Diana L. Grosz, Membership Committee 
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