American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado

Post-convention Executive Board Meeting Sunday, June 24,2018 — 3:00 A.M.

Hotel Elegante Salon D — Colorado Springs, Colorado

Call to order

The meeting of the post-convention executive board was
called to order by President Laurie Kuntz at 9:05 am.

Chaplain Donna Ray Smith offered the opening prayer.

President elect Tracy Trujillo led us in the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag of the United States of America.

Vice president Theresa Brandt led us in reciting the Preamble
to the Constitution.

Honorary Junior President Kailey Fobare told the delegation
about her project for the year, ‘Operation Sweet Treats’.

Roll call

Secretary Rhonda Larkowski took the roll call. Officers
answering roll call were NEC Susie Bozella, President Laurie
Kuntz, President-elect Tracy Trujillo, Vice President Theresa
Brandt, Secretary/Treasurer Rhonda Larkowski, Chaplain
Donna Ray Smith, Historian Marilyn Miyazima, Sargent-at-
arms Janelle Patton, and Immediate Past-president Ann
Ritacco. DEC’s answering roll call were District 3 alternate Dee
Chappell-Haley, District 5 Chris Harvey, District 6 Donna
Thompson, District 7 alternate Jackie Bowen, District 8 Pat
Steranka, and District 12 Sharon Wilson. Past Department
Presidents answering roll call were Roberta Morrow, Donna
Thompson, Chris Harvey, Dee Chappell-Haley, Pat Steranka,
Rhonda Larkowski, Susie Bozella, Diane Erickson, Evelyn
Espinola, and Ann Ritacco.

Minutes approval
committee

There being no objection, Dee Chappell-Haley, Chris Harvey,
and Pat Steranka were appointed to the minutes’ approval
committee.

Nominations for
the two DECs to
be the At-large
position on the
executive
committee

The next business in order was the election of two DECs to
serve as the at-large members of the executive committee.
Chris Harvey (D-5), Kathy Barger (D-7), Sharon Wilson (D-12),
and Donna Thompson (D-6) were nominated from the floor.
There being 4 nominees Paper ballots were distributed to the
assembly to cast their votes for the at-large-members. After
the ballots were tallied President Laurie declared that Chris
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Harvey and Donna Thompson had been elected as the at-large
members of the executive committee.

Committee
appointments

The next order of business was the ratification of committee
chairmen appointments. Copies of the appointments were
distributed at the beginning of the meeting.

President Laurie described to the body her theme, ‘Veteran
Passionate’, announced that her pins would be available soon,
asked that we always remember why we joined the
organization, and spoke of Red Friday and shirts that would be
available for purchase soon. She told the attendees that she
would concentrate on better communication with units by
appointing committees that were teams instead of
individuals, and that a Department Newsletter was being
developed. She also spoke of trying to offer more leadership,
chairman and officer training, and Junior workshops.

An Ad Hoc Committee to revitalize units was added to the
appointments for considerations. Members of this committee
will be Pat Steranka, Dee Chappell-Haley, Sue Paterson, Chris
Harvey, and Evelyn Espinola

Chris Harvey moved, and it was seconded to ratify the
committee appointments. There being no further discussion
the motion to ratify the committee appointments was
approved.

The Department Executive Committee announced they have
asked Rhonda Larkowski to remain as department secretary
treasurer for the upcoming year.

The next order of business was the approval of the proposed
budget for 2018-2019. Chairman Pillar Bottoms presented the
proposed budget. Copies of this proposed budget were
distributed before the meeting. There was discussion on the
increased fees to units for Girls State and the committee was
asked to look into the cost of rooms, different venues, etc.
Chris Harvey moved the acceptance of the budget. It was
seconded and approved.
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There was discussion about improving our email accounts by
possibly moving the accounts to Google and adding a website
sales platform such as Pay Pal to our website and opening a
second bank account for tracking purposes. These items will
be considered later after they’re researched.

Announcements

Department president’s theme is ‘Veteran Passionate’
Department membership theme is ‘Ignite Your Passion’
Department president’s project is ‘focus on Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation and paying special attention to the needs
of our female veterans.

Fall conference schedule available approximately August 1%
Tentative National President’s visit Mid-September
Leadership conference(s) TBD

Mid-Year Conference January 2019 (Greeley)

Susie Bozella, after explaining to the body the Grant funding
writing request program we’ve co purchased with Boys State,
moved that the final payment of $2250 be made. The motion
was seconded and approved.

Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the meeting,
President Laurie adjourned the meeting at 10:46 am.

Dee Chappell-Haley

Date Chris Harvey Date

Patricia Steranka

Date Rhonda Larkowski Date
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