American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Colorado
Friday, June 21, 2019, Saturday June 22, 2019
Hotel Elegante, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Convening President Laurie Kuntz called the meeting to order.

Minutes approval | Without objection, Ann Ritacco, Susie Bozella, and Pat

committee Steranka were appointed to the minute’s approval committee.
Initial committee The convention rules were read by the Rules Committee
reports member Sharon Wilson. Ann Ritacco moved to adopt the

convention rules as read. Rhonda Larkowski moved to strike
the rules “just for this meeting to allow Marilyn Miyazima to
serve on the ballot committee because she is running
unopposed. The amendment was adopted. The motion to adopt
the convention rules was adopted as amended.

President Laurie Kuntz introduced Susan Abeyta as the new
Department Secretary/Treasurer.

The Credentials report was read Pat Steranka and Susan
Abeyta. After several corrections to the credentials report the
report was adopted.

Resolutions Committee Chairman Jackie Bowen read the
resolution pertaining to the change in the National Constitution
and Bylaws that would allow departments to discipline unit
members if the unit refuses to or cannot discipline members.
The committee recommended that minor changes need to be
made to ensure that the department is not bombarded with
requests to discipline members.

Recess A recess was called to allow participation in the Resolutions
Workshop and Open Forum. The convention reconvened after
lunch.

VA Facility PFC Floyd K. Lindstrom Clinic — Linda O'Riley

Representatives Denver VA Medical Center — Diane Erickson

Reports Fitzsimons Community Living Center — Diane Erickson

Denver Fisher House — Marie Moll — absent

Florence Community Living Center — Theresa Brandt

Grand Junction VA Medical Center — Helen Mestas — absent
Homelake Nursing Home — Evelyn Espinola

Colorado Mental Health Institute at Pueblo — Tracy Trujillo

VA Community Living Center Pueblo — Beverly Trujillo’s report
was ready by Tracy Trujillo.

Colorado State Veterans Nursing Home, Rifle — June Renfro —
absent
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Spanish Peaks Veterans Community Living Center,
Walsenburg — Margaret Gleisberg — Absent

President Laurie Kuntz announced that the blankets made by
the citizens of the 2019 Colorado Girls State will be given to
each of the Community Living Centers.

President Laurie Kuntz also announced that the monetary
donations were distributed at the VA & R reception that was
held yesterday.

Committee
reports

Audit Committee. In the absence of Chairman Rhonda
Redgate, Secretary Susan Abeyta read the report that covered
the dates of January to April. There were no changes

Finance Committee. Chairman Pilar Bottoms reported that the
department is in the “Black.” She added that she never said that
the department was in the “red.” This misinformation was sent
after the midyear meeting. She stated that the budget is a guide
and we are pretty much on budget. She said we need to
consider raising dues by $5.00 or $10.00. The motion to a dues
increase will be acted upon during tomorrow’s meeting.
Permanent Membership Committee Chairman Roberta
Morrow reported that the National American Legion Auxiliary
took over our Permanent Membership program. These
members are now a part of PUFLS (Paid up for life). This action
will save the department a lot of money over the years.

Rhonda Larkowski moved to dissolve the Permanent
Membership Committee. The motion was adopted.

President Laurie Kuntz explained that the Executive Board
adopted a motion to establish a minutes approval committee to
record the minutes at the department meetings. These draft
minutes will then be utilized with the Secretary/Treasurer’s
minutes to write up the official set of minutes. Any tape
recordings would then be destroyed after final approval of the
minutes.

Fund raising report A total of $5,598.00 was raised, $1,729.00
in pins, $480.00 in donations. $3,500.00 was divided between
the VA facilities, Odyssey House — Apartment Building for
Homeless Veterans. Post 206 will manage funds and make
distributions as needed.

2018-2019
Department
Officers Reports

Sergeant-at-Arms Janelle Patton — absent
Chaplain Donna Rae Smith — See our Chaplain’s face book
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Historian Marilyn Miyazima asked each unit to make a 100"
year history book.

Vice President Theresa Brandt

President Elect Tracy Trujillo

National Executive Committeewoman Susie Bozella requested
permission to read her report that had not been included in the
convention book. Permission was granted and Susie read her
report.

Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer Rhonda Larkowski gave an oral
report and thanked everyone for all of the support she received
as the Department Secretary Treasurer.

President Laurie Kuntz outlined the highlights of her year as
president. She reminded the assembly that we (the department)
had requested assistance from the national organization to
revitalize the department. She added that we had two national
officers provide training to the department.

District Presidents — Five district presidents provided short
reports.

Nominations for
office 2019-2020

National Executive Committeewoman — Laurie Kuntz, Ann
Ritacco, and Pat Steranka were nominated.

President — by virtue of being elected as president elect in
2018, Tracy Trujillo will automatically assume the office of
department president.

President elect — Theresa Brandt was nominated.

Vice President — Dawn Valdez and Tina Cooper were
nominated.

Historian — Marilyn Miyazima was nominated
Chaplain — Donna Rae Smith was nominated.

Sergeant-at-Arms — Cathy Barger was nominated.

Recess and
announcements

The meeting recessed to reconvene at Post 209 for the purpose
of presenting the department awards.

Committee report

The committee reports were limited to announcement of unit
winners and any recommendations from the committee as their
reports were to be included in the convention book (book of
reports). The chairmen of the following committees were given
the opportunity to report.

Americanism — Sue Wagner
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Auxiliary Emergency Fund — Cindy Heater

Cavalcade of Memories (history) — Roberta Morrow reported on
her plans to update the 75! anniversary book to add the next
25 years and have this edition ready for the Centennial
celebration.

Centennial Strategic Planning — Deb McBride

Children and Youth — Terri Clinton

Community Service — Christina Lilly

Education — Betty Pickett

Leadership — Janelle Rodriguez

Legislative — Pilar Bottoms

Membership — Nancy Diefenderfer

Poppy — Nancy Diefenderfer

100 Birthday — Deb Davis

History Book — Marilyn Miyazima

Prayer Book — Donna Rae Smith

Recess For presentation of department awards and dinner at Post 209.
Saturday, June 22, 2019
Reconvene President Laurie Kuntz reconvened the convention at 11:30

a.m.

Second reading of
rules and
credentials

Convention Rules Committee member Sharon Wilson read the
amended convention rules and moved the adoption of the
amended rules. Motion was adopted.

reports Credentials committee. Pat Steranka and Susan Abeyta read
the final credentials report. Marilyn Miyazima moved to accept
the credentials report as read. Motion was adopted.

Recess The meeting recessed for the Past President’s Parley Luncheon
and will reconvene at 1:30 p.m.

Reconvene The meeting was reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

Junior Activities
and installation of
honorary Junior
officers for 2019-
2020

Honorary Junior President Kailey Fobare provided an oral
report and introduced the honorary junior officers for 2019-
2020. These officers were installed by Pat Steranka.

Girls State
Director’s Report

Because Director Rachel Van Houton and the 2019 Colorado
Girls State Governor were unable to attend, Susie Bozella and
Kellie Hayes reported. Kellie read the director’s report and
Susie shared a power point presentation showing the highlights
of the 2019 session.

Susie announced the following appointments for approval
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2020 Director Marissa Sotomayor, Assistant Director Nellie
Moran, Ann Ritacco as the additional member on the Colorado
Girls State Steering Committee, and 2020 member-at-large
Kellie Hayes. The appointments were approved.

Resolutions

Past President’s
scholarship
winner and unit
member of the
year

Tina Cooper read the resolved clauses of Resolution #1 and
Jackie Bowen moved to adopt resolution #1. The resolution was
adopted by a “resounding voice vote.” The resolution will be
sent on to the national headquarters.

PPP Chairman pro tem Ann Ritacco announced that Megan
Stabal won the Health Professional Scholarship.

Ann announced that during the PPP luncheon it was voted on
to allow for the latest grade transcripts to be used and to
continue the PPP scholarship program. She asked for the units
to continue contributing to this fund and to advertise the
scholarship to potential winners.

Ann announced that Joni Giarratano from Unit 2, Pueblo was
selected as the Unit Member of the Year.

Finance

Pilar Bottoms let everyone know that 15t year Dual Members-
National not continuing.

Rhonda Larkowski made a motion that Department stop
waiving dues for Department and National for 13t year Dual
Members.

Motion passed. 15t year no longer waived.

Pilar made a motion to raising of membership dues. Raise
$10.00 for Senior Members and raise to $7.00 for Junior
Members. Discussion was had. Call for the Question was
voiced. Amendment passed for $5.00 Senior increase and
$2.00 for Juniors. Motion as amended and passed.

Election of
officers for 2019-
2020

National Executive Committeewoman — Laurie Kuntz, Ann
Ritacco, and Pat Steranka were nominated. Balloting will be
held after the election of the other officers.

President Elect — Theresa Brandt was elected via voice vote as
president elect

Vice President — Tina Cooper and Dawn Valdez were
nominated. Balloting will be held after the election of the other
officers.

Chaplain — Donna Rae Smith was elected via voice vote as
chaplain.

Historian — Marilyn Miyazima was elected via voice vote as
historian.
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Sergeant-at-Arms — Cathy Barger was elected via voice vote as
sergeant-at-arms.

Tellers’
Committee

Secretary Susan Abeyta read the ballot instructions and
administered the teller's oath to Rhonda Larkowski, Sue
Patterson, and Bettina Kossow.

Rhonda Larkowski explained the balloting procedure to the
assembly.

Recess for voting

The ballots were distributed to the unit delegates. A recess was
called for the purpose of voting. The meeting reconvened after
the last set of unit ballots were returned to the teller's
committee.

Courtesy Resolutions Chairman Jackie Bowen read the attached

resolution courtesy resolutions and moved the adoption of the courtesy
resolutions. The courtesy resolutions were adopted.

Apportionment of | Secretary Susan Abeyta moved to allow any vacancy in the

national delegate roster to be filled by available attendees. Motion was

convention adopted.

delegates Colorado is allowed nine delegates and seven alternate

delegates. The delegates are:

NEC Susie Bozella, President Laurie Kuntz, President Elect
Tracy Truijillo, Secretary/Treasurer Susan Abeyta, National
appointees: Northwest Division Vice President Rhonda
Larkowski, Committee Chairman Ann Ritacco.

District 8-Patricia Steranka, District 5-Chris Harvey, District 4-
Karen Boehler.

Alternate delegates are: Jackie Bowen, Debra Jackson, Cathy
Barger, Theresa Brandt, Marsha Roberts, Bettina Kossow, Pat
Weaver, and Carol Ott.

Tellers report

The teller's committee provided the election results.
National Executive Committeewoman — Ann Ritacco was
elected.

Vice President — Tina Cooper was elected.

Installation of
2019 — 2020
officers

Past Department President Pat Steranka conducted the
installation of the newly elected department officers and District
Executive Committeewomen. President Tracy Trujillo was
installed during the banquet.
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Remarks from Newly elected President Tracy Trujillo shared her theme of
new president “Celebrating a Century of Sisterhood” and provided some
remarks.

This was followed by unit membership turn ins for 2020.

Announcements NEC Susie Bozella reminded the DECs and newly elected
officers to attend the DEC training session to be held
immediately after this meeting.

There was a parade of checks to Tracy Truijillo.

It was announced that $1,000.00 was raised to benefit the
Crawford House in Colorado Springs.

Recess The meeting was recessed to reconvene at the post-convention
executive board meeting on Sunday, June 23, 2019
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